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SCHOOL REOPENING
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Dear Bella Community Members,
Welcome back to school! School returns for in-person learning on
Tuesday, August 17. I am so excited to see that scholars and staff
will be back on campus again full-time. I know the pandemic has
been challenging for all of us. Thankfully, we continue to reach
new milestones in combating COVID-19. A full return to school is
the greatest sign yet of a return to normalcy.
Safely returning to in-person instruction in the new school year is a priority to local, state
and federal officials. Vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention
strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic, and San Diego County continues to be a
leader in the state in regards to vaccination rates.
In addition, please know that here at Bella we have gone to great measures to keep
scholars and staff safe. Our campus procedures will continue to develop as safety
guidance from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and San Diego County Public Health Department are
updated. We have upgraded ventilation systems and added air purifiers with uv filtration
to each classroom; received hand sanitizer and other safety supplies, and adapted to
continuously evolving safety guidance. We are confident schools are the best and
safest places for students to learn and succeed.
Procedures continue to evolve. Recently, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) updated its guidance to stress the full reopening of schools. As of this
writing, masks are still required when indoors in K-12 schools, according to the
California Department of Public Health (CDPH). While students are present in the room,
masking indoors is required for everyone—including for vaccinated individuals.
Students will be able to remove their masks outdoors. We will make every effort to serve
meals outdoors. We will work to keep students together in their stable groups, and
practice physical distancing as much as possible. Additionally, we will practice and
emphasize hand hygiene before and after eating.
As a tk-8th grade charter school, we note that the majority of our scholars are under the
age of 12 and are not eligible for vaccination at this time. Therefore, we follow guidance
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that emphasizes implementing multi-layered prevention strategies (e.g., using multiple
prevention strategies together consistently) to protect people who are not fully
vaccinated, including students, teachers, staff, and other members of their households.
We have stressed multiple prevention strategies throughout the pandemic.
You may have additional questions about school procedures to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 when we resume classes. Please review this handbook carefully. As a
reminder, CDC’s guidance is not binding for California schools, which must abide by
requirements from state and county public health.
Again, we look forward to welcoming scholars back to school on August 17.
Sincerely,
Erin Feeley
Executive Director
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MISSION
Mission Statement
We provide students with the opportunity to acquire an education based on a quality curriculum
founded on the educational philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori.
We promote an educational atmosphere that encourages socioeconomic diversity by providing all
students with the opportunity to obtain a quality public education.
We prepare each of our students with the skills, knowledge, and values to participate meaningfully in
the pluralistic world of the 21st century.

Vision
We believe in providing an environment within which ownership, passion, interests and voice
empower all participants to optimally fulfill the mission of the organization. We believe that a quality
Montessori institution adheres to best practices and standards as laid out by AMS and WASC
certification. We believe in an equitable, quality Montessori education for all children. We believe that
attendance is critical to financial stability, as well as educational successes. We believe that it is
essential to have quality staff members to facilitate quality learning. We believe in developing and
maintaining an environment that is student centered, safe and conducive to learning. We believe in
developing a school culture that embraces cultural, linguistic and socio economic diversity. We
believe in developing a Montessori and Common Core curriculum balance that successfully utilizes
the best that each has to offer in order to further students’ educational goals without compromising
the mission and vision of our school.
We enjoy a cooperative partnership with Vista Unified School District as a proud charter school as
we ready our students to be strong citizens and leaders in our community.
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HEALTH & SAFETY
SCHOOL CONTINUES TO LOOK DIFFERENT THIS YEAR.
The health and safety of our students, staff, and families is of the utmost importance. Due to
health and safety measures set forth by the County of San Diego and the California Department
of Public Health, the 2021-22 school year looks much different than in previous years. Bella
Mente will continue to focus on academic instruction as well as the programs that are crucial for
the mental, social, emotional, and physical well-being of students.

ESTABLISHED PROTOCOLS IF A TEMPERATURE OF 100°F+ IS DETECTED:
●

●
●
●

Students and staff with a temperature
of 100°F or higher will not be admitted
and shall be sent home.
Please notify a health care provider if
COVID-19 is suspected.
Please notify the school administration
of any positive COVID-19 test results.
School will notify county health
officials, staff and families of any
positive cases.
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●

●

If a student develops a fever while at
school, they will be isolated from other
students and parent/guardian will be
contacted to pick them up.
Sick staff and students will be advised
to isolate according to CDC guidelines:
at least 10 days from symptom onset,
symptoms must be improving, and 24
hours without fever (no medication).
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All students and staff will be trained on proper, effective hand hygiene
Classrooms with sinks will be stocked daily with soap and paper
towels. For classrooms without sinks including school offices and public
spaces, hand sanitizer will be available.
Teachers will set up and follow handwashing schedules to ensure that
students are washing their hands multiple times during the school day
Visual reminders will be posted

Face masks are required for all students and staff when inside a
classroom, or indoors at any school setting.
Face masks are not required for any students and staff when outdoors
A proper face mask is one that covers the nose and mouth.
Students and staff are not permitted to wear bandanas, single cloth masks,
neck gaiters (scarves), or face masks with vents and valves
Persons exempt from wearing a face mask due to a medical condition must
wear a non-restrictive alternative (shield with neck drape)
A student exempt from wearing a mask due to a medical condition
must wear a non-restrictive alternative (shield with neck drape). All
exemptions must be approved by the school nurse and site administrator
Any student who refuses to wear a face mask may participate in at home
learning with Independent Study.

In the event of an outbreak, all students and
staff must wear face coverings indoors and
outdoors when six-feet physical distance
cannot be maintained, regardless of
vaccination status.
Although physical distancing guidelines have been lifted, continuing
to maintain a safe, yet practicable, distance from others is a top
priority in the continued fight against COVID-19. To reduce the number
of potential close contacts associated with a positive case on campus,
Elementary students will incorporate the use of stable student groupings
during recess and lunch time
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MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS

OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT:
VISITORS/ SCHOOL VOLUNTEER
●
●

Currently volunteers and visitors are not
allowed on campus. This will be revisited
based on current safety regulations for
physical distancing, and will be determined
by health conditions.
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●

At some point we would like to have
volunteers back, but must monitor health
orders in order to welcome volunteers back.
When the time comes, there will be training
to ensure volunteers follow established
protocols.
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protocol
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COVID-19 SYMPTOM DECISION TREE
This decision tree reflects guidance in the current Public Health Order and CDPH Industry guidelines.
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Food and nutrition

To order free meals for your student, visit www.bellamentecharter.org/bella-cafe/
OTHER SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR MEAL DISTRIBUTION ON CAMPUS:

● Students will line up with their own
classes for meal pickup.
● Hand sanitizing dispensers will be
located throughout the school.

● Allow students the option of washing
their hands with soap and water for 20
seconds or using hand sanitizers.
● Students will be recommended to
sanitize their hands prior to picking up
their Bella Meal
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL HEALTH

A top priority is the social & emotional well-being
of our students.
Bella Mente Academies Staff are committed to supporting the social
and emotional wellness of each and every student, each and every day. Schools are
offering resources to ensure the transition back to school is as smooth as possible.
Now more than ever, we appreciate the partnership of families in helping to create
healthy environments for students during these challenging and unprecedented times.
We are asking that schools and families work together to remain flexible and
collaborative in assessing students' individual needs.
For more information, please visit
https://bellamentecharter.org/social-emotional-and-behavioral-support-resources/
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2021 - 2022 BELL SCHEDULE

STAY CON
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